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Firm Profi le
Burns Wald-Hopkins Shambach Architects (BWS Architects) 
takes pride in providing regionally contextual, aesthetically 
pleasing, and effi cient buildings that meet all their clients’ needs 
from their historic downtown Tucson offi ce.  The L-shaped adobe 
building at the northwest corner of Court and Council was built 
in the 1880’s as a grocery store, serving that function into the 
1930’s.  Later, the building was an art gallery and fi nally lawyers’ 
offi ces.  Located in the El Presidio Historic District, the building 
is listed as having architectural and historic signifi cance in the 
National Register of Historic Places.  BWS Architects began 
rehabilitation of the building in early 2000, fi nally occupying the 
building in the fall.  Paneling, plaster and drywall were removed 
from the walls to expose the original adobes which were then 
plastered with a mud plaster.  The lay-in and plaster ceilings 
were removed to expose the original vigas, saguaro ribs and 
planks.

BWS Architects recently announced the achievement of Gold 
L.E.E.D.® Certifi cation of the Northern Arizona University 
Extended Campuses & Arizona Universities Network Building 

in Flagstaff, Arizona.  This 
23,000-square-foot facility is 
the fi fth building to be U.S. 
Green Building Council 
L.E.E.D.® certifi ed by this 
Arizona fi rm.  Approximately 
43% less energy is used in this building for lighting and air-
conditioning than a typical building of the same size, through 
passive ventilation, solar-preheating of outside heating air, an 
innovative HVAC system called “active chilled beams”, and 
sophisticated lighting and environmental controls.  Water use 
is reduced more than 60% through low-water use plumbing 
fi xtures, and using reclaimed water to fl ush toilets and irrigate 
plants.  More than 30% of building materials have signifi cant 
recycled content and were locally harvested and manufactured.  
Starting with the fi rst L.E.E.D.® certifi ed building in Arizona, the 
Plaza Building at the Desert Vista Campus of Pima Community 
College, BWS Architects has now completed projects at all 
levels of the L.E.E.D.® certifi cation – Certifi ed, Silver, Gold, and 
Platinum.

BWS building receives Gold 
LEED Certifi cation!

Gracie Gonzales has been with BWS since 2004 and has been the 
Financial Administrator for BWS Architects for the last four years.  
She takes care of the books and works with clients and consultants 
to make sure invoices and payments are issued on a timely basis.  
Gracie also provides additional administrative and front offi ce 
support.  She earned her Associate Degree in Liberal Arts, and is 
currently pursuing a Bachelors in Business Administration with an 
emphasis in Human Resources. 

Gracie has been with SDA for 4 years now. Her fi rst year was sort 
of a “get to know” about the program, get familiar with the process, 
and networking.  Gracie says, “that fi rst year was a great year; I 
met a lot of new people from the industry and made a lot of good 
friends. I decided to get more involved as I wanted to grow within 
the program so I took the position of Secretary and after my fi rst 
year, asked to continue my position for another year.”  It was all 

a learning process, and being 
involved on another level, not just 
attending the luncheon meetings, 
Gracie learned and grew more as 
a person in her profession.  This 
year she took a step back, but still 
volunteering as Historian, due to a 
demanding school schedule and two 
beautiful girls, Ashley Rose age 9 
and Bridgette Nicole age 5.  Gracie 
says, “I hope that in the future I can 
once again become involved with 
the SDA Board.  I hope to continue 
learning all that SDA has to offer and 

networking with such a great team of people. SACSDA has grown 
a lot since I became a member and I just want to continue to see 
that growth and be a part of it as much as I can.” 

Member Spotlight
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“Going Green” 
by Christine Erkman

Green is no longer a color reserved for shamrocks and 
St. Patrick’s Day.  Today, “going green” is now equated 
with concern for the environment on a local, national, 
and global level.  In the A/E/C industry, it relates more 
specifi cally to the environmental impact created by a 
building project.  Questions frequently raised cover a 
wide range of discussion topics, such as the volume of 
waste produced, volatile organic compounds or toxins 
affecting air quality, and reusing materials or using them 
towards a new purpose.  My trusty, old dictionary offers 
several defi nitions of the word “sustain”, among them: 
“1) to support, hold, or bear up from below...5)  to keep 
up or keep going, as an action or process...9) to uphold 
as valid, just, or correct...”*
It’s likely that each player in a building project will view 
sustainability from their own perspective.  Perhaps, 
the overall concept may be summed up as humans 
living in harmonic balance with their environment.  To 
learn more about sustainable applications in southern 
Arizona, SACSDA is offering a Sustainability Seminar on 
Thursday, September 16th, that will cover four topics:     

1.  Paint Technology:  composition, properties, testing 
and submittal

2.  Solar Power in the Sonoran Desert
3.  Water Harvesting in the Southwest
4.  Tax Advantages for Energy Effi ciency

Our seminar location is the Windmill Suites at St. Philip’s 
Plaza, 4250 North Campbell Avenue, in Tucson.  Early 

Bird registration fee is $75.00 per person, including a 
breakfast buffet and catered lunch.  SDA members will 
receive a total of four (4) CEUs for the entire seminar.  
Three of four presentations have received AIA approval; 
one is pending approval by AIA for Learning Unit credit.  
More details are provided in this newsletter and on 
the SACSDA website (www.sacsda.com).  Mark your 
calendar and send your registration today! 
*  Random House College Dictionary, Revised Edition;  201 E. 50th 
Street, New York, NY  10022; ©1980;  p. 1324.

See page 9 for your registration form!

Upcoming AIA SAC Events
August 11 
Chapter Meeting
August 19 
AIA State Conference, Wild Horse Pass, 
Phoenix, Arizona
August 24 
ExCon Meeting at AIASAC Conference Room
Sept 25 to Oct 3 Architecture Week
CANstruction exhibit open to the public 
at Tucson Museum of Art with an awards 
receptions on October 1st.  Visit 
www.canstruction.org for more info.
Oct 3
AIA Southern Arizona Architecture TOUR
Oct 15
BIG Cornerstone Golf Tournament

SACSDA Sustainability Seminar

15th Annual Cornerstone Building Foundation BIG Tournament 

15th Annual  
Building
Industry

Golf
Tournament

Friday, October 15, 2010 
Arizona National Country Club 

9777 East Sabino Greens Drive, Tucson 

6:15 a.m. 
Check-in and Continental Breakfast 

7:30 a.m.
Shotgun Start 

Presented by—



                             Confirmed Agenda                             Confirmed Agenda  
 

 7:00 a.m.  Ballroom open for Exhibitor set-up 
 

 7:30 a.m.  Registration Check-in and Breakfast Buffet open 
 

 7:50 a.m.  Opening Welcome:  Richard Michal, PE, MBA, B. Arch, M. Arch, LEED-AP Chair 
           U.S. Green Building Council 
 

 8:00 a.m. “Paint Technology”       
  Sam Samaniego,  CSI;  Architectural/Engineering Services 
  Dunn-Edwards Corporation 
  Paint composition, properties, testing, and submittal.   (1) AIA LU  or  (1) SDA CEU 
 

 9:10 a.m. “Solar Power in the Sonoran Desert”       
  Jonathan Elder 
  Solar Path, LLC 
  Trends, innovations, and installations in our community.   (1) AIA LU  or  (1) SDA CEU 
 

10:15 a.m.  Coffee Break with Exhibitors 
 

10:45 a.m. “Water Harvesting in the Southwest”     

  (*)  The Nature Conservancy and The City of Tucson      
  Code requirements, local installations, and results.   (1) AIA LU* or (1) SDA CEU 
 

11:50 a.m. Catered Lunch 
 

12:30 p.m. “Tax Advantages for Energy Efficiency”      
  Tricia Schweska, CPA 
  Clifton Gunderson LLP 
  Financial incentives for smart energy impact.   (1) AIA LU  or  (1) SDA CEU 
   

1:45 p.m.  Wrap-up & Close

The Southern Arizona Chapter of 
the Society for Design Administration 

invites you to attend 

Sustainability SeminarSustainability Seminar  
Thursday, September 16, 2010 

Windmill Suites at St. Philip’s Plaza 
4250 North Campbell Avenue    •    Tucson, AZ 

 

AIA LU eligible*   •   SDA CEU eligible 
*Presentation pending  approval by AIA for Learning Unit credit. 

Early Bird Registration Early Bird Registration by 5:00 p.m. September 3rd:  $75.00 per person$75.00 per person  
  Regular Registration by 5:00 p.m.  September 9th: $100.00 per person $100.00 per person   

 

 Registration fee includes breakfast buffet, catered lunch, and  
a total of four (4) AIA LUs* or (4) SDA CEUs.  

*Presentation pending approval by AIA for Learning Unit credit. 
 

For more information and on-line registration, go to: 
www.sacsda.com

 The Society for Design Administration is an affiliate of the American Institute of Architects. 



Sustainability SeminarSustainability Seminar  
Thursday, September 16, 2010 
Windmill Suites at St. Philip’s Plaza 

4250 North Campbell Avenue    •    Tucson, AZ 

Registration Form 

Southern Arizona Chapter 
www.sacsda.com 

 
First Name  ___________________________________     Last Name __________________________________________ 
 
Business Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business Address   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________ State ____________ Zip Code __________________________ 
 
Business Phone  ______________________________ Business Fax  ____________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AIA Member # __________________________________ SDA Member #____________________________________ 

  Early Registration:  $75.00 per personEarly Registration:  $75.00 per person          Regular Registration:  Regular Registration:  $100.00 per person$100.00 per person   
          Deadline:  September 3, 2010 by 5:00 p.m. (PDT)             Deadline:  Sept. 3-9, 2010 by 5:00 p.m. (PDT)
 

Registration fee includes continental breakfast, catered lunch, and a total of four (4) AIA LUs [applied for approval] or  
four (4) SDA CEUs.  If you cannot attend, you may send a substitute.  If you cancel your registration up to five business days 
before the seminar, your registration fee will be refunded less a $25.00 processing fee.  Cancellations will not be accepted  
48 hours prior to the seminar.   
 
Method of Payment:    Check      Visa   MasterCard     American Express 
 
Credit Card #________________________________________________ Exp. Date  ___________ 
 
Credit Card Billing Address  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
      _______________________________ ________ _____________ 
    City        State       Zip 
 
 
Cardholder Signature  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Cardholder Printed Name   _______________________________________________________________ 

Please submit this completed form with payment to: 
 
SACSDA   
c/o Melanie Ormsby, Treasurer     Phone:  (520) 327-9491 
Holben, Martin & White Consulting Structural Engineers  Fax:      (520) 795-6140 
2950 North Country Club Road     E-mail:  mormsby@hmwstructural.com 
Tucson, AZ  85716

The Society for Design Administration is an affiliate of the American Institute of Architects. 
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c/o Jen Carreon
      Olsson Associates
      3025 West Ina Road
      Tucson, AZ 85741
      Phone: (520) 498-6229
      jcarreon@oaconsulting.com

The 2010 AIA Southern Arizona Architecture Week, taking place between Sept. 25 and Oct. 
3, 2010, will focus on the theme “Cool Design for a Hot Climate,” highlighting environmentally 
sensitive desert architecture of today and the past several decades.  All activities, events, and 
presentations during Architecture Week will touch on vital issues pertaining to building in the 
desert, including LEED building, urban density, energy effi ciency, land use, water collection 
and use, solar orientation and shading.  All events are designed to educate, entertain and 
raise public awareness and appreciation for architecture.  Architecture Week is scheduled to 
include:

CANSTRUCTION®:  A kickoff event starting September 25, 2010 that brings together 
architecture and engineering fi rms throughout Tucson in a competition to design 
and build sculptural installations using only canned food. The creative sculptures 
will be on display in the lobby of the Tucson Museum of Art, honors will be awarded 
to the most creative CANSTRUCTION® in a ceremony organized in partnership 
with the First Fridays group, after which the creations will be dismantled, and all 
cans collected from the installations will be donated to the Community Food Bank.

KIDSTRUCTION:  a design/build competition for middle school students sponsored 
by SACSDA as part of the AIA Southern Arizona Architecture Week.  Design 
entries will be on display in a local mall.  

For more Architecture Week event information, call the AIA Southern Arizona offi ce at 520-323-2191 
or visit the AIA Southern Arizona website at www.aiasouthernarizona.org under the events tab.

AIA Architecture Week 2010
Friday, September 23rd - Sunday, October 3rd!!!

SACSDA Sustainability Seminar Info Inside!!!
Save the date: Sept 16th, 2010




